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MONTANA COMMITTEE FOR THE HUMANITIES ANNOUNCES NEW MEMBERS 
MISSOULA--
The Montana Committee for the Humanities will welcome five new members at its 
quarterly meeting in Butte Jan. 30 through Feb. 1.
The new members -- Richard Littlebear of Busby, Lyndel Meikle of Deer Lodge. 
Michael Ober of Kalispell, Jo-Ann Swanson of Great Falls, and Franke Wilmer of Bozeman — 
were elected last November. The committee’s 19 members are Montana residents from both the 
academic and public sectors. Members serve four-year terms.
Richard Littlebear is vice president of cultural studies at Dull Knife Memorial College in 
Lame Deer. An authority on multicultural and bilingual education, he holds a doctorate in 
education from Boston University. Littlebear came to Montana from Alaska, where he taught 
among native populations for 12 years.
Lyndel Meikle is a writer, historian and National Park Service Ranger at Grant-Kohrs 
Ranch near Deer Lodge. She is well-known for her “Back at the Ranch” column in Butte and 
Helena newspapers. Meikle’s discovery and editing of the memoirs of John Francis Grant have 
made her a contributor to Montana historical research. She is a co-founder (with former MCH
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member David Walter) of the “Jerks in Montana History” social history series, now a fixture at 
the annual conferences of the Montana Historical Society and MCH’s Speakers Bureau.
Michael Ober is director of library services and an instructor at Flathead Valley 
Community College. He earned degrees from The University of Montana and from the 
University of Denver. Ober is a Glacier Natural History Association board member and has 
served with other area civic and heritage organizations. He is also a seasonal ranger at Glacier 
National Park.
Jo-Ann Swanson, assistant professor of English at the University of Great Falls, teaches 
and writes on western literature. She recently directed “Barbed Wire and Bravehearted 
Women,” a conference on western women writers held in Great Falls and sponsored by MCH. 
Swanson came to the University of Great Falls after working as a journalist at the Great Falls 
Tribune for 14 years.
Franke Wilmer is an associate professor of political science at Montana State University- 
Bozeman, with a doctorate in government and politics from the University of Maryland. The 
author of “The Indigenous Voice in World Politics: Since Time Immemorial” (1993), Wilmer 
also has published articles in several subject areas, including international affairs, women’s 
studies and Native American studies.
The Montana Committee for the Humanities’ Butte meeting will be the first under the 
leadership of a new chair, Stephen L. Fenter of First Trust in Billings, and vice chair Frederick 
Skinner, a history professor at The University of Montana.
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